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ASIA IS THE LARGEST  LAND MASS  in the world, 
with such a variety of nations, cultures, peoples, and languages that 
any unifying pattern in terms of library service is difficult to define 
or to establish. That part of "Asia" dealt with here excludes the Asian 
republics of the U.S.S.R., Afghanistan, and Nepal, but arbitrarily in- 
cludes the Pacific islands which are, of course, not part of the conti- 
nent at  all. Within the countries in this area the most significant event 
is the political and social revolution which is taking place at this time. 
The political revolution is characterized by the drive towards freedom 
and self-determination which has resulted in the emergence of Asian 
nations, particularly since World War 11, as newly independent na- 
tions of the world. Today, only a few pockets of colonial rule remain 
in this part of Asia-Hong Kong, the British Borneo territories, New 
Guinea, and the Pacific Islands under United Nations trusteeship 
which are administered by Britain, France, Australia, and New Zea- 
land. 
The other revolution under way in Asia has been termed "the revo- 
lution of rising expectations." Almost universal poverty is the great 
economic problem of Asia, which contains more than half the world's 
total population. Yet the average per capita output in the area as a 
whole was estimated to be about one hundred dollars in 1955, less 
than one-twenty-third of the per capita output in the United States. 
Populations are rising because of the introduction of western stand- 
ards of medicine and public health. The average length of life is 
only thirty to forty years, as compared with about seventy in the 
West. Only 60 to 65 per cent of the population is able to read and 
write. 
Until recently, most Asian peoples accepted these conditions as in- 
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evitable facts of life, but now this is changing. There is growing reali- 
zation that poverty-and with it, misery, sickness, illiteracy, and all 
the other components of a submarginal existence-is an enemy that 
can be fought and overcome, given the proper training and tools to 
do so. People feel that governments can and should make this con- 
quest of poverty their prime purpose and that if old organizations, 
cherished customs or social patterns stand in the way of this, then it 
is economic progress which must come first and let the rest-even 
liberty itself, perhaps-go hang. 
It is only in this context of great political and social upheavals, of 
explosive ideas struggling to gain acceptance that one can understand 
the extent to which education is regarded as the key to the fulfillment 
of the hopes and aspirations of the people. Only education can pro- 
vide the newly developing countries in Asia with all the knowledge 
and all the technology that has so far been achieved in the more 
advanced countries of the world. Thus libraries in Asia, together with 
schools, universities, and other educational institutions, start off with 
the advantage of popular and enthusiastic support from the people 
they serve. 
Besides, libraries in Asia are not new; they are among the oldest 
in the world. The first library in China is said to date from the sixth 
century B.C. and from then on each dynasty had its own imperial 
library. Libraries were reserved for high government officials and 
nobles, but after the invention of printing in China and particularly 
after the printing of the classics had been completed in 953 B.C., 
private libraries became increasingly numerous. In India libraries 
were religious in origin and also in Ceylon, where each Buddhist 
monastery had its library of palm-leaf manuscripts bearing mainly on 
Buddhist literature. In Japan libraries have existed from the period 
of the first temple libraries (529-710). The early eighth century saw 
the growth of governor-training libraries and later, of noblemen's li- 
braries. 
But the concept of a modern public library service, administered by 
local and central governments with public funds and freely available 
to all, is one that only recently has gained or has still to gain accept- 
ance by both governments and peoples in Asia. In particular, the 
concept of a national library and its relation to a national library 
service is being re-examined in the light of existing conditions with 
the result that the functions of a national library are being extended 
beyond those usually regarded as essential in Western countries. 
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The Unesco Seminar held at Delhi in 1955 on public libraries for 
Asia concluded that a national library "should collect all literary and 
related materials concerned with the nation, both current publica- 
tions under copyright deposit and historical materials; be a con-
servatory of materials concerned with world culture and the natural 
main source in the country of such materials for scholars and research 
workers; act as the authority for the compilation of the national 
bibliography . . . ; serve as the focal point and organizing agency for 
national and international interloan of books; and . . . be the organiz- 
ing centre for national and international book exchange."l 
National libraries in the sense of copyright deposit libraries exist 
in most of the Asian countries in this area. The oldest appears to be 
that of the Bibliothkque Nationale at Saigon, founded in 1882, which 
contained nearly 70,000 volumes in 1951. Other national libraries are 
the National Library of Cambodia, Phnom-penh (over 20,000 volumes 
in 1951) and the National Library of Vietnam, Hanoi (over 100,000 
volumes in 1952), both founded in 1917, and the National Library 
of Thailand in Bangkok, founded in 1905, containing about 86,000 
volumes. 
China's National Library in Peking was founded in 1912 as the 
Metropolitan Library. I t  not only operates a loan service for govern- 
ment institutions and organizations (as also does Japan's National 
Diet Library) but also operates postal services for factories, mines, 
state farms, army units, schools, and other libraries as well as a mobile 
library service for the peoples on the outskirts of the city. Like the 
other national libraries in Asia, it is also the center for interlibrary 
loans and for exchanges with libraries in other countries. 
More recent are the National Libraries of India, Japan, and North 
Korea, all established in 1948. The present National Library of India, 
formerly the Imperial Library, was formed by the amalgamation in 
1902 of the Calcutta Public Library (founded 1836) with the then 
Imperial Library (founded 1891). The National Library shares copy- 
right deposit privileges with three other libraries at Bombay, Madras, 
and Delhi, and is the foremost repository and research library in 
India. Under the able leadership of Sri B. S. Kesavan, who was ap- 
pointed librarian in 1950, its activities have been extended to trans- 
form it into a vital and actively creative center of national culture. 
Among its important achievements are the compilation of a Bibliogra-
phy of Indian Anthropology, the first step towards an ambitious 
Bibliography of Indology, which will cover all aspects of the cultural 
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achievements of India. I t  also publishes the Indian National Bibliog- 
raphy which is compiled by the Indian National Bibliography Unit 
using the resources and premises of the National Library. The Na- 
tional Library also provides facilities for the courses in librarianship 
conducted by the Bengal Library Association and the University of 
Calcutta. Among its important future projects are the publication of 
a classified catalog of Indian government publications and the con- 
struction of a Readers' Hostel enabling distinguished scholars from 
outside Calcutta and abroad to stay for a short time for purposes of 
research. 
The National Diet Library, Tokyo, Japan, is also one of the most 
active national libraries in Asia. I t  controls the twenty-nine libraries 
of the various government departments as its branch libraries, which 
together form a Branch Libraries Division. This division provides 
interlending and exchange services among the departments, compiles 
catalogs and has published a union list of government publications. 
Closely modeled on the Library of Congress, the National Diet Li- 
brary is also the only national library in Asia which issues printed 
cards (since 1950) for books received under the copyright law and 
distributes these cards to Japanese and foreign libraries. I t  also pub- 
lishes a Japanese national bibliography and monthly indexes to peri- 
odical articles. 
The City Library of Pyongyang was promoted to National Library 
of North Korea in 1948. In addition to reference and international 
loan services, it organizes practical courses for workers in public 
libraries and publishes handbooks for them. Its Bibliographical De- 
partment is working on a bibliography of classical Korean literature 
and a Survey of Korean Bibliography, of which volume one appeared 
in 1955. 
The Liaquat National Library of Pakistan was created in 1951. Its 
work is hampered by the fact that it is at present housed in temporary 
premises and has not yet received copyright privileges. 
In Indonesia the functions of a national library are shared by Per- 
pustakaan Sedjarah Politik dan Sosial (Library of the History of 
Politics and Government) which includes the Library School and the 
National Bibliographical Centre, the Museum Library (the largest 
library in Indonesia, with more than 500,000 volumes), the Library 
of the Ministry o f  Foreign Affairs and the Library of Parliament, all 
situated in Djakarta. The National Bibliographical Centre, founded 
in 1953, publishes the national bibliography, Berita Bulanan. A deposit 
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law at present before Parliament will give the Centre the right to 
receive free copies of all books and journals published in Indonesia, 
which it now receives on a voluntary basis. 
Hongkong University Library, the National Taiwan University Li- 
brary and the University of Malaya in Singapore Library also act as 
national libraries in the sense of being copyright deposit libraries. 
Burma is planning a national library with Unesco's help which will 
form part of a national cultural center in Rangoon. 
Youngest of all the national libraries in Asia is tiny Singapore's 
Raffles National Library established by law in 1958 (though its exist- 
ence as a subscription library dates from 1823), which embodies all 
the provisions for a library recommended by the 1955 Unesco Semi- 
nar. I t  is unique in being both a national and a free public library as 
well as a bibliographical and book exchange center. This feature is 
also in keeping with the recommendation of the 1955 Seminar that 
"in some countries, particularly smaller countries, the functions of the 
national library and the central library board should be integrated for 
better and more economical de~elopment."~ 
While national libraries in Asia have made a promising start, public 
library development varies considerably. The main requirements for 
a national public service are that it should be authorized by legislation, 
open to the public without charge, adequately financed by public 
funds, administered in convenient units for efficient control, and 
staffed by trained personnel. A survey of Asian libraries soon reveals 
that some, if not all these requirements are lacking. Library legisla- 
tion, where it does exist, is generally not on a national level. Many 
ostensibly "public" libraries are actually subscription libraries or 
charge deposit fees. Inadequate funds are an obvious problem in 
poverty-stricken Asian countries, and with these go inadequate prem- 
ises and poor quality book stock. The public library structure is gen- 
erally characterized by a lack of over-all control and the existence of 
small, uncoordinated and uneconomic units. Lack of trained library 
staff is a recurrent theme in Asian libraries. 
Adding to these clifficulties are the sheer physical immensity of the 
task of bringing libraries to some of the largest and most highly 
populated countries of the world and, on the other hand, to tiny and 
remote thinly populated villages and islands cut off by mountains, 
forests, and rivers from the urban centers; to countries where roads 
do not exist or are impassable for certain parts of the year; where 
ingenious methods of transporting books by boat, lorry, cart, or 
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bicycle have had to be devised; and where electricity has not yet 
reached into every home and books must be read by candlelight or 
kerosene lamps, if at all. 
Other important factors are the overwhelming predominance of 
illiteracy in Asian countries which enhances the value of audio-visual 
materials as a forerunner to the full use of a public library service; the 
need for the provision of adult yet simple literature for new literates 
who would otherwise lapse back into illiteracy; the problem of multi- 
racial and therefore multi-lingual populations with insufficient litera- 
ture in the vernacular or newly established national languages; the 
need to serve rural populations in what are still largely agricultural 
countries; and finally, the age distribution which is typical of an 
underdeveloped country in which children under fifteen years of age 
account for an unduly high proportion of the country's population, for 
example, over 42 per cent in Thailand, over 50 per cent in Singapore, 
making services to children an essential provision of library service. 
Yet, in spite of these formidable obstacles and problems in the way 
of public library development in Asia, some oustanding achievements 
have taken place. Perhaps the most spectacular of these has taken 
place in Indonesia, where the establishment of the public library sys- 
tem is generally recognized as the most important feat of Indonesian 
librarianship. Indonesia consists of about three thousand islands which 
would reach from San Francisco to Honolulu if their extent (750,000 
square miles) was transposed to the eastern Pacific. It has a popula- 
tion of over eighty-two million, about 80 per cent of which was esti- 
mated to be illiterate at the time of independence. 
I t  was in connection with the drive against illiteracy that the Public 
Library Service began its activities by supplying reading material for 
the new literates and the general reader. All public libraries are admin- 
istered by the Mass Education Department of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, the Department being also responsible for literacy and adult 
education programs. At the beginning there was no staff trained in 
library administration and distribution on a nationwide scale, yet the 
government took the bold and imaginative step of establishing a 
centrally organized public library system which would demonstrate 
the use of libraries on the village level. Any village which can pro- 
vide free accommodation and volunteer labor for the library together 
with supervision by a Mass Education Committee may, on request, 
receive a collection of two hundred or more carefully chosen titles 
for use by a newly literate population. Indonesia has over forty thou- 
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sand villages, and fifteen thousand village libraries were functioning 
effectively and efficiently by 1953. Local initiative and the organiza- 
tion of book supply on a national scale made this astonishing success 
possible. 
"Indonesia has not yet passed any library legislation and so far 
all administrative decisions about libraries have been made by decree 
of the Minister of Education."3 I t  is hoped that the central govern- 
ment will gradually be able to transfer responsibility for financing 
the public library service to the provincial and regional levels of ad- 
ministration. 
The long-term plan is to develop in each province one provincial 
headquarters library which will coordinate the development of other 
libraries within the province and also channel central government 
aid to libraries. Through this system of provincial libraries, adminis- 
tered by the Libraries Bureau of the Ministry of Education, national 
and even international interlibrary loans will be made possible. There 
are at present only six provincial libraries-in Djakarta, Jogjakarta 
(which is the best developed of the provincial libraries), Semarang, 
Makassar, Bandung and Bukittinggi, Central Sumatra-"but it is 
around the provincial libraries that general library development in 
each province is likely, in the future, to center." 
Other nationwide public library systems are being attempted by 
the Ministry of Information, the Ministry of Religion and other 
ministries, hence the need for a National Library Board which was 
established in 1954 to act as a coordinating body and report to the 
Ministry of Education through the Libraries Bureau. The Libraries 
Bureau is also responsible for the work of the Library School and 
the National Bibliographical Centre. 
In the public library system it has been found in many places that 
more than 50 per cent of the use of the library is by younger people. 
"The public libraries on the village level are not aimed especially at 
use by children and a decision will at some time have to be taken 
as to whether reading for children is best provided through the 
schools or through public libraries. If a policy of provincial autonomy 
in administrative decisions of this kind should be implemented it is 
possible that the solution adopted will differ from province to prov- 
ince." 
As in Indonesia, the Japan Ministry of Education is the central 
government agency responsible for the development and supervision 
of public libraries. Public library development in Japan enjoys two 
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great advantages. The first is that Japan has possibly the highest 
literacy rate in the world; the second is that the Japanese are omni- 
vorous readers of every kind of printed matter and books, to them, 
rank almost as a necessity. 
The modern library movement in Japan dates from contact with 
the West in the nineteenth century and the spread of ideas of demo- 
cratic rights and of equal educational opportunities. In 1872, the 
Imperial Library was founded in Tokyo, the first modern public li-
brary in the history of Japanese libraries. Local government authori- 
ties competed with each other in establishing public libraries and by 
1927 there were 4,306 public libraries. Heavy losses in book stocks 
were sustained during the second world war, but even at the end 
of the war, there were 3,399 public libraries. In 1957, there were only 
725 recognized public libraries, owing to the fact that many of those 
found to be incompetent were dissolved when Japan's Library Law 
was promulgated in 1950. 
Japan's Library Law makes clear what is meant by a modern public 
library service by specifying that libraries collect not only books and 
periodicals, but also audio-visual materials, art works, gramophone 
records, and films. I t  established that public libraries must be free 
and provides for National Treasury grants to libraries which come 
up to prescribed standards laid down by the Ministry of Educa-
tion. I t  also set up librarianship as a profession requiring high quali- 
fications. The Japan Library Association is now working on proposed 
amendments to the Library Law, which include establishment of a 
national library system of municipal, town and village libraries, pre- 
fectural libraries and the National Library, the establishment of public 
libraries by local authorities by legal obligation, and government re- 
sponsibility for the training of librarians. 
Postwar development of the public library system with United 
States technical assistance is progressing, but at a slow rate. Public 
libraries are developing as local community and cultural centers. 
Extension activities include film shows, concerts, discussions, exhibi- 
tions, and puppet shows. The lending of audio-visual materials as 
well as books is well established. Reference services are generally 
weak and have to combat the idea that giving reference service is 
a menial task. 
Prefectural libraries having smaller funds are less developed than 
municipal and town libraries. There are about seventy bookmobiles 
in Japan which provide service to rural areas. 
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There is an acute shortage of trained staff. It is estimated that 
1,670 qualified librarians are on the staff of public libraries and that 
a further four thousand are needed. 
According to a Japan Library Association survey in 1956, only 212 
libraries out of 725 (20 per cent) have children's rooms. In addition, 
three hundred libraries also lend books to children between five and 
fourteen years of age. Most of the children's libraries are managed 
as an activity of the Board of Education and are attached to the 
public libraries. 
The Kochi Municipal Library was made a Unesco associated li-
brary project in 1956. One of its main concerns is to bring home to 
the Japanese people, with their tradition of book buying and not book 
borrowing, the importance of the part public libraries can play in 
the service of the community. 
The Madras Public Libraries Act of 1948 was the first legislation 
of its kind in India, although public libraries (i.e. subscription li- 
braries partly supported by government funds) had existed from the 
nineteenth century. It provided for the establishment of public li- 
braries and the organization of a comprehensive rural and urban 
library service throughout the state. I t  also provided for a Provincial 
Library Committee constituted by the government to advise it on all 
library matters, a director of libraries, a Local Library Authority for 
every district and a library cess on the property tax. With the re-
organization of the state into Madras and Andhra states, the Public 
Libraries Act became applicable to the territory of the Andhra state. 
Hyderabad state passed a Libraries Act in 1955, but with the dis- 
integration of the state under the States Reorganization Act, 1956, 
Andhra state, whose capital is Hyderabad, has now two separate 
library acts in operation in its territory. The Andhra government is 
now introducing a bill in the state legislature to provide for library 
service in Andhra Pradesh. Apart from Madras and Andhra states, 
there does not yet exist a planned system of public libraries in India, 
and public library development, as a whole, has been very uneven. 
Baroda state led the way, between 1906 to 1911, with an elaborate 
system composed of the Central Library, village libraries, and travel- 
ing libraries. Between 1937 and 1942, the library movement grew 
in strength and Assam, Bihar, Bombay, Orissa, Punjab, Cochin and 
some other provinces and states set up village libraries, and in some 
cases, even traveling libraries. I t  is estimated that by 1942 there were 
13,000 village libraries in India. 
[ 138 I 
Patterns of Library Service in Asia and the Pacific Islands 
A scheme for "Improvement of Library Service" was included in 
the First Five-Year Plan of Educational Development 1951-56. It 
proposed the establishment of district libraries supplemented by a 
central library for the whole state, or for a whole linguistic region 
for multi-lingual states. "Integrated library service" units were set up 
in twenty-nine areas in the country, each including the library unit 
and five model community centers. In every such area, it was intended 
that there should be a headquarters library with a network of branches 
in every community center from which books would be distributed 
to twenty villages or so within reach of a comn~unity center. By the 
end of the First Five-Year Plan, nine state central libraries and ninety- 
six district libraries had been set up and fifty-two existing district 
libraries were receiving central government assistance. 
In 1952, the Government of India initiated the community develop- 
ment program, in which social education was assigned an important 
role. Libraries were recognized as agents of social education and thus 
the community development program gave a fillip to rural libraries. 
By the end of March 1954, India had 32,000 libraries. 
The Second Five-Year Plan 1956-61 for library development aims 
to have a central state library for each state, district libraries for the 
city and rural areas, block libraries and Panchayat [village committee] 
libraries, with the National Library at the apex of the system. The state 
central library would serve as a copyright library for the state and 
organize bibliographical work while the district library would be the 
main distributory library for mral areas, either independently or 
through existing libraries. The Plan also provided for the setting up 
of a central institute for the training of librarians. 
Following the 1955 Unesco Seminar, a nine-member Advisory Com- 
mittee for Libraries was set up to investigate present reading needs 
and reading tastes, advise on the future library structure of India and 
on cooperation between library and educational services, study train- 
ing methods and make recommendations on the financial and ad- 
ministrative help required. Its Report, published by the Ministry of 
Education in 1959, is a comprehensive and thoroughly practical one, 
which surveys the problem of library development realistically. Its 
most important recommendations are for a twenty-five year Library 
Plan, a library cess levied by the state which would be equalled by 
central government grants, and a department of libraries in each 
state, which would lay down the standards of library service. 
No survey of the Indian library scene would be complete without 
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the story of the Delhi Public Library, opened in 1951 as the first 
Unesco library pilot project. Within four years, the library had built 
up a membership of over 27,000 registered borrowers and a stock of 
65,000 books. Its open access system, uncommon in India, was greatly 
appreciated and its daily average issues reached a total of 1,300. Its 
special services to children include story hours and puppet shows, 
and its social education activities include film shows, exhibitions, 
lectures, drama, debates, and discussions. A mobile library service 
was begun in 1953 and serves fifteen centers, seven in rural areas and 
eight in urban. The library also supplies books to seven deposit sta- 
tions in social education centers in Delhi. 
An evaluation report of the Delhi Public Library by F. M. Gardner 
was published by Unesco in 1957. Although the Delhi Library had 
met a very large pent-up demand for reading, the report ascertained 
that the Library was being used "mainly by younger and better- 
educated persons, mostly male." It was not reaching out sufficiently 
to the women, to the newly-literates andl the older and less-well-edu- 
cated people. The social education activities were used '%y only a 
few of the members, and by the better-educated proportion of them." 
The inquiry revealed many other problems, "which are a challenge 
not only to the Delhi Library Board bu.t to other librarians," but it 
also showed clearly "that public library facilities are a prime necessity 
which will be eagerly used where provided." 
In the People's Republic of China, there are four different types 
of libraries. Public libraries are controlled by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. The first of these was opened in Shanghai in 1949 with a stock 
of 900,000 books. There are about fifty-nine provincial libraries, mostly 
with about 150,000 volumes each. These have exhibition rooms, chil- 
dren's reading rooms, and branch libraries. Villages and isolated read- 
ers are served by local voluntary workers from the cooperative books. 
Trade union libraries and houses of culture are attached to the 
factories and industrial organizations. They usually contain from three 
to ten thousand books. The houses of culture act as reading rooms in 
the evenings for hearing the latest news. 
School and children's libraries are sometimes independent and some- 
times attached to a public library. Book publishing in China is vir- 
tually a state monopoly. Hundreds of young students use the govern- 
ment textbook shops as a public library, browsing among the books 
or sitting on the floor studying, some teaching themselves to read. 
Peasant lending libraries are mobile libraries which tour the country 
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districts in summer teaching the people to read. The library staff is 
usually composed of volunteers. 
Public library development in Ceylon is almost wholly in the hands 
of local authorities and a planned national library system is essen-
tial if further progress is to be made. The largest public library is 
the Colombo Public Library, founded in 1955 by pooling the resources 
of two private libraries. It is now being run as a municipal library 
and contains over 30,000 volumes. It has plans for expansion into a 
central reference and lending library containing over 400,000 volumes 
in all three languages, and a chain of over thirty branch libraries. 
The library provides in-service training for librarians. 
A demonstration public library project is being developed at the 
Unesco Government of Ceylon Fundamental Education Project in 
Minneriya, some 130 miles from Colombo. It is planned by the Adult 
Education and Literacy Department in close coordination with the 
other departments of the project and aims to supply literature to all 
classes of readers, even in remote villages. Book boxes of carefully 
selected Sinhalese and Tamil books are circulated through the Adult 
Education Centres, special attention being paid to the provision of 
children's books and books for new literates. The Project has also pro- 
duced teaching materials such as flannelgraphs, flashcards, charts, 
story picture series, maps and posters, while the Audio-Visual Depart- 
ment makes filmstrips, teaching slides, etc. in close association with 
the library system activities. 
The Ceylonese Ministry of Local Government sponsors community 
centers. Two prominent activities of these centers are libraries and 
recreation, including music. The library system cooperates with the 
Local Government Department of the project in stimulating and im- 
proving such community centers in the area and organizing new 
ones. 
Taiwan now has a total of 429 libraries and independent reading 
rooms, including one national library, two provincial libraries, seven- 
teen city or prefectural libraries, four libraries maintained by the 
Social Education Centers, and 405 reading rooms affiliated to the 
public service stations. 
The Provincial Taipei Library (269,168 volumes) is the largest 
public library, with valuable collections on Taiwan and Southern 
Asia. It has fifty-two staff members, space for three hundred readers, 
and serves an average of two thousand readers daily. It has two branch 
libraries in Hsin Tien, a suburb of Taipei, and in Ku T'ing Ward, in 
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Taipei City. I t  also operates a traveling library in cooperation with 
the United States Information Service that serves fifty-one book sta- 
tions over all northern Taiwan. In addition, thirty book cases are 
carried by bicycle to places not readily accessible by the bookmobile. 
The library also organizes concerts of recordings, film shows, exhibi- 
tions, and language classes. 
The Provincial Taichung Library (47,000 volumes) has twenty-one 
staff members and serves an average of 910 readers daily. 
There are four city and thirteen prefectural libraries, among which 
the best equipped is the Taipei City Library (49,000 volumes). In 
accordance with the Social Education Law promulgated in 1953, the 
Taiwan Provincial Government established four Social Education 
Centres in 1954, each of which has established a public reading room. 
The largest, in Taitung, has over 14,000 volumes and serves an average 
of 103,000 readers annually. In addition, 405 reading rooms attached 
to the public service centers set up in various cities, towns, and vil- 
lages are serving the public with newspapers, magazines, and a small 
number of books. 
Libraries in Hsinchu, Taoyuan, Taipei, and Penghu counties circu- 
late book boxes to small towns and villages. Film shows, exhibitions, 
reading clubs, and record concerts are organized by several public 
libraries, which also contribute to the implementation of university 
courses by radio undertaken both by the Ministry of Education and the 
Department of Education, Taiwan Provincial Government. With 
an illiteracy rate of 18 per cent, most of the public libraries have 
joined in the campaign against illiteracy by organizing night schools 
for teaching Chinese and English. 
The basis for public library development has been laid. The main 
problems are lack of qualified library staff, insufficiency of books 
in Chinese and western languages as most of the public library col- 
lections are largely made up of Japanese books, since their founding 
dates from the Japanese occupation. Apart from a few libraries, most 
of the public libraries occupy temporary buildings which are inade- 
quate because of poor ventilation, insufficient light, small space, or 
being located too far from the populous centers. For example, the 
Provincial Taipei Library shares a building with the Provincial Mu- 
seum. 
The public library movement in the Philippines is over fifty years 
old, but libraries suffered heavy losses during World War 11. Library 
services are provided by four independent agencies: the Bureau of 
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Public Libraries, Manila City Libraries, Bureau of Public Schools' 
reading centers, and U.S.I.S. libraries. 
Libraries under the Bureau of Public Libraries are organized as a 
national service, but the Bureau also operates as a national and a 
public library, a copyright office and national archives, and adminis- 
trator of the marriage law. It controls 44 provincial and city libraries, 
203 municipal libraries, 8 village libraries, and 25 library deposit 
stations. 
The Pecson Municipal Library Act passed in June 1949 has stimu- 
lated the development of ~ub l i c  libraries in the 1,200 municipalities 
of the Philippines. It provided for a five year plan involving an annual 
appropriation of three hundred thousand dollars for the establishment 
of municipal libraries and envisaged that about one thousand munici- 
pal libraries would be established by the end of the period, with exten- 
sion planned through the establishment of small libraries, deposit sta- 
tions, and bookmobile service. 
Unfortunately, implementation of the plan has been seriously hamp- 
ered by reduction of available funds from Congress, the shortage of 
trained librarians, low salaries, lack of adequate quarters, and the 
inability of many municipalities to make a financial contribution for 
library service. 
A slightly more cheerful picture is that of the library scene in 
Thailand. The first public libraries were organized in seventeen 
changwads (districts) by the Adult Education Department of the 
Ministry of Education and there are now 236 library service points 
in operation. Many of these are small reading rooms with about a 
hundred books, a few periodicals, and posters. Local authorities are 
responsible for the organization and management of the libraries 
while financial support, hibliographical and technical aid depend on 
the Ministry of Education. Nine bookmobiles are in service. There are 
also "public" libraries run by private individuals, and thirteen li- 
braries (three in Bang;kok and ten in the provinces) which are under 
the Department of Fine Arts. 
The Library Co-ordinating Committee set up in 1953 to improve 
public library conditions recommended that libraries in each chang-
wad should be coordinated on a regional basis, using the changu;ad 
library as the main library, and subordinate libraries as branches. 
The Chachoengsoa library was chosen as a demonstration library 
as part of the Thailand Unesco Fundamental Education Centre 
(T.U.F.E.C.), which was begun at Ubol in northeast Thailand in 
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1954. I t  has a book box and a book boat operated by trained students 
which circulate books among the villages. A number of bookmobiles 
are also in operation, but where this is not feasible owing to bad 
roads, a special traveling library designed to fit the base of a two- 
wheeled pony cart is in use. 
Burma is a predominantly agricultural country. The rural popula- 
tion constitutes about 85 per cent of her nineteen million people. Be- 
fore the war, in urban areas there were 186 libraries ranging in im- 
portance from the state-supported University Library of Rangoon to 
a small library organized by a local voluntary organization in a dis- 
trict town, and in the sphere of rural areas there were a thousand 
reading clubs. During the war all of them suffered severe losses. 
Since independence, a few municipalities have established public 
libraries. The Bernard Free Library in Rangoon receives a direct 
annual grant from the government, a Municipal Public Library has 
been established at Moulmein, the British Council has a library in 
Rangoon and there are U.S.I.S. libraries in Rangoon and Mandalay. 
The Mass Education Council's Rural Library Service is the most 
important public library development in Burma. It  has a training 
center for organizers in rural library service. Each graduate of the 
training center is supplied with a set of carefully chosen books to 
suit rural requirements-books for the newly literate, books on agri- 
culture, animal husbandry, poultry, cottage industries, cooperatives, 
traditional culture, and religion. Around these little sets of books 
have sprung up small village reading-rooms, organized by the villagers 
themselves, many of which have developed into village community 
centers. Book boxes containing an average of two hundred volumes 
are also circulated. hlass Education Council vans equipped with 
sound projectors, epidiascopes, loudspeakers and wireless sets, tape- 
recorders, gramophones, portfolios of pictures, posters, books, and 
periodicals tour the villages and prepare the way for the establish- 
ment of mass education centers. 
Public libraries at present are under the charge of municipal corpo- 
r a t i~ns  and local bodies. At the time of partition there were only a 
few libraries, but there are now about 500 libraries of all types in the 
country. The largest public library is the Punjab Public Library, 
Lahore ( 125,000 volumes ) which will probably become the provincial 
library for West Pakistan. The Sind Provincial Library, the first 
provincial library in Pakistan, was established by the government of 
Sind in 1952. East Pakistan Central Public Library at Dacca came 
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into existence in 1955 and is the first modern library building in the 
country. 
Pakistan is one of the newest countries in Asia, hence its library 
development is still very much at the formative stage. Plans for a 
comprehensive scheme of library services for Pakistan were drawn 
up in 1956 by L. C. Key, deputy librarian of the National Library of 
Australia, at the invitation of the Pakistan government. The scheme 
prepared by Key is designed as a four-year project. "It envisages the 
establishment of 36 libraries including one National Library at 
Karachi . . . , two provincial libraries, six public libraries, six univer- 
sity libraries, twenty college libraries, one special library, and two 
library schools." The scheme is now being examined by the govern- 
ment and by the Pakistan Library Association and other interested 
bodies. 
Library development in Sarawak, though little known, has been 
fairly rapid. The first public library in Sarawak is the Central Library 
at Kuching, operated since 1950 by the British Council. "In January 
1958, the control of the library passed from the Council to the Director 
of Education while the "outstation" libraries have been handed over 
to their respective local authorities for administration and contr01."~ 
The Sarawak Central Library has a stock of over twenty-three 
thousand books in English, Chinese, and Malay and a membership 
of over two thousand of whom 1,211 are student members. School 
children are by far the largest users of libraries where children's 
books are provided. 
The Central Library, which has a qualified librarian, controls 
twenty-six public libraries of various sizes, ranging from a collection 
of one hundred books to a fairly large outstation library of five thou- 
sand volumes. All these outstation libraries, with the exception of 
Sibu and Miri, draw their bulk loan stock from an outstation pool 
in Kuching. It also provides a book box service to nearly 215 schools, 
and gives an elementary training to all outstation librarians. 
In North Borneo libraries have been set up in four main towns, 
with the Jesselton Library acting as the central library, but there is 
as yet no organized library service in Brunei. 
There has been little public library development in South Korea 
since the Korean war. At present there are nine public libraries, in- 
cluding the National Library, with a total of approximately 476,000 
volumes. Some of the public libraries show films on education, culture, 
and science. 
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Before the Korean war, there were children's departments in the 
public library, but they were all destroyed during the war, and efforts 
are now being made to re-establish them. There is a children's library 
in the National Library, which was established in 1953, and a High 
School Boys' Library also in the National Library. 
There are no public or municipal libraries in Hong Kong, although 
a public library will be included in the new Hong Kong City Hall to 
be built in 1959. There are two important private libraries: the Hok 
Hoi Library which was founded thirty-six years ago by a group of 
Chinese scholars with the financial help of some wealthy Chinese 
citizens, and the Mencius Educational Foundation Library, founded 
in 1952 with American funds. 
The Hok Hoi Library at one time possessed more than 100,000 
volumes, the larger part of which was lost during the Japanese 
occupation. The present collection of approximately 34,000 Chinese 
books was saved by being preserved in the Fung Ping Shan Chinese 
Library of the University of Hongkong during the war. It is open to 
members of the public, but books cannot be borrowed. The Mencius 
Educational Foundation Library has about 10,000 volumes in English 
and 60,000 volumes in Chinese. It issues six thousand readers' tickets 
a year and is greatly used by college and high school students. The 
only other public libraries are those of the British Council and the 
U.S.I.S. 
Services to children are provided by the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce. Since 1951 it has established sixteen small libraries for primary 
school children and the public in the rural New Territories, the largest 
of which has 4,000 volumes. The Nixon Library was founded in 1953 
and serves the rural areas. The Junior Chamber of Commerce also 
runs a mobile library with three thousand volumes for the benefit of 
children in Kowloon and the New Territories. 
The Social Welfare Department in 1958 began to establish mobile 
libraries in the district of Taipo, which consists of a number of vans 
carrying reading material to the young people of the district. 
Raffles National Library in Singapore has been a national and public 
library since 1958. It came under the Ministry of Education until 
June 1959, when it was transferred to the newly-formed Ministry of 
Culture by the government when the People's Action Party came into 
office. The Library has a total stock of 150,000 volumes, most of which 
were in English until 1957, when books in Chinese, Malay, and Tamil 
began to be added. There is also a collection of Braille books for the 
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blind and four thousand volumes of music. There is a children's li- 
brary which is extremely popular, three branch libraries, and two 
mobile libraries. The mobile libraries are not yet in use due to lack of 
trained staff. 
There is no organized system of public libraries in Malaya, although 
there are a number of subscription libraries in towns. The largest 
of these is the Kuala Lumpur Book Club, with about 100,000 volumes, 
followed by Penang Library, the Sir Henry Gurney Memorial Library, 
Malacca (8,000 volumes), and the Butterworth Free Library (5,000 
volumes). Lack of progress in library development is due to official 
indifference and the mistaken belief that libraries can be adequately 
financed and administered by town boards, societies, book clubs, and 
educational and religious organizations. 
The most encouraging development in recent years has been that 
of the Malayan Public Library Association, founded in 1955. I t  had a 
total of 221 libraries by the end of 1957, most of which were in new 
villages, although some of its collections were in towns. These were 
Chinese and Malay libraries, the first such libraries to be formed in 
Malaya. After this promising start, the Association has unfortunately 
been unable to further its work owing to financial difficulties and lack 
of administrative direction. 
A memorandum on a Public Library Service for the Federation of 
Malaya was drawn up in 1956 by the Malayan Library Group at the 
request of the Federation Adult Education Association for submission 
to the Ministry of Education. The memorandum recommended a na- 
tional library service for Malaya administered by a library board, 
financed from Federation funds. Local authorities would provide the 
buildings for the libraries and the federal government would provide 
the book stocks and library staff. 
The memorandum also emphasized that special attention should 
be given to libraries for school children and the provision of a postal 
request service for teachers and students, and the provision of litera- 
ture in the vernacular languages. 
The memorandum was finally published by the Malayan Library 
Group in 1958 and received a good press and considerable support 
from the public. A recent statement by the Prime Minister indicated 
that the idea of a national library service has been accepted by the 
government, and it is to be hoped that financial stringencies will not 
long delay the taking of the first steps towards satisfying the need of 
the people for public library services. 
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In Papua-New Guinea library services come under the Department 
of Education and special efforts have been made to meet the require- 
ments of the people. A pilot library project started at Hanuabada, 
near Port Moresby, in 1949, proved so successful that it led to the 
establishment of other such centers, which reached a total of 155 
libraries with a total of some thirty thousand books by 1955. The 
books are in simple English and include biographies, textbooks, simple 
folk tales, and animal stories. 
Australian territories in the Pacific are served by the Commonwealth 
National Library of Australia, and New Zealand territories by the 
New Zealand School Library Service, while the South Pacific Litera- 
ture Bureau gives advice and help in the establishment of libraries 
throughout the area. The two largest public libraries are the Carnegie 
Library in Suva City, Fiji, and the Ramakrishna Library in Nadi, Fiji, 
which was made a free pltblic library in 1952. The Ramakrishna 
Library operates a branch library, a bookmobile service (using a con- 
verted lorry), a hospital service, and has its own 16 mm. projector. I t  
is financed entirely by the Ramakrishna Mission. 
The postwar period has seen a spectacular growth of students and 
of universities and colleges in Asia. When independence came to 
India, higher education had a long-established position and its own 
tradition. Three Indian universities, for example, celebrated their 
centenary in 1957. Independence has brought to the thirty-odd Indian 
universities new problems, new opportunities and new functions aris- 
ing from the demands of national development. The number of uni- 
versity students has increased more than three-fold within the ten 
years since independence, but there has been no corresponding in- 
crease in the number of teachers and still less in the physical amenities 
in colleges and universities. Among these, inadequate libraries are 
prominent. The development of Indian university libraries has been 
creditable, and the older ones such as Calcutta University Library and 
Madras University Library have large well-rounded collections, in- 
cluding special collections of great value. But many Indian university 
libraries are hampered by inadequate funds, cramped premises, lack 
of sufficient qualified staff, the low status of librarians, and the preva- 
lence of closed access. 
During the postwar occupation of Japan, the national university 
system was increased from nine to seventy two institutions. Thus there 
is at least one to each of the forty-six prefectures. According to a, 
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survey made by the Japan Library Association in October 1956, figures 
for university libraries were: 
National Prefecture Private Total 
Number of libraries 
Main 72 31 118 221 
Branch 207 11 23 241 
Total 279 42 141 482 
Since the majority of Japanese university libraries are new, one of 
their main problems is that of establishing the role of the library in 
university education, a role which is as yet not generally appreciated 
or understood. Another problem is that of centralization. Many of the 
new universities were made up of many formerly independent colleges 
which were scattered throughout a wide region. The libraries of these 
former colleges, now departments of the universities, insist on re-
taining their independence and refusing to be united with the main 
library. As in India, the librarian has not yet established himself on a 
professional footing with the rest of the faculty. Librarians trained in 
bibliographical and reference work are also badly needed. 
In 1941 higher education in Indonesia was largely confined to law 
and medical colleges in Djakarta, an engineering college in Bandung, 
and an embryo faculty of literature and philosophy. Today, there are 
eight universities in Indonesia, and in Bandung an Institute of Tech- 
nology as well. The most important are the University of Indonesia 
(with branches in Djakarta, Makassar, Bogor, and Bandung, and com- 
prising faculties of law and social science, engineering, medicine, 
veterinary science, letters and philosophy, and agriculture); Gadjah 
Mada University in Jogjakarta, Airlangga University in Surabaya, and 
the National University (Universitas Nasional) in Djakarta. Thus uni- 
versity libraries have had to be set up in seven cities, sometimes with 
faculty libraries at considerable distances from one another. "In most 
universities no central library has yet been established since the first 
and most urgent need has been to supply material to faculty libraries. 
At Jogjakarta a good start has been made in the development of a 
strong central university library, but elsewhere faculty libraries are 
usually autonom~us."~ Staffing is the major problem that faces Indo- 
nesian university libraries and salaries are very low. The libraries also 
operate in very cramped premises. There is a serious shortage of 
funds. 'Yet Gadjah Mada spends more money on books than any Uni- 
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versity Library in the British Commonwealth and the Library has a 
staff of fifty-eight." l o  Assistance to Indonesian universities has been 
forthcoming from international agencies. A form of assistance that 
might well be emulated by others is that supplied by Cornell Univer- 
sity Library. The library contracted to build a core collection on public 
administration for the University of Indonesia at Djakarta. The Inter- 
national Cooperation Association (I.C.A.) set aside $9,000 for the 
purpose, of which $7,500 was for books, catalogs and shipping, and a 
collection of over 1,000 titles was finally built up. 
South Korea before the liberation had only one university and 
twenty-five junior colleges, all mainly in service to the Japanese. By 
1957, it had fifteen universities, thirty-four colleges, six junior colleges 
and twenty special schools. Such an increase in a war-devastated 
country has brought with it huge problems of shortage of staff, build- 
ings, library facilities, and instructional apparatus. The United Na- 
tions Korean Reconstruction Agency (U.N.K.R.A.), I.C..4., and other 
assistance agencies are providing aid in these fields. A three-year con- 
tract with the University of Minnesota provides $1,800,000 for tech- 
nical assistance to Seoul National University. The over-all aid pro- 
gram includes funds for assistance to college and university libraries 
on a nationwide basis. 
At the time of partition, there were only three universities and sev- 
eral colleges in the area now known as Pakistan. Now there are six 
universities and 156 colleges. All the six universities, those of Punjab, 
Dacca, Sind, Peshawar, Karachi, and Rajshahi, have libraries under 
the charge of foreign-trained librarians. A new business and public 
administration library for the University of Karachi is being organized 
and compiled at the Uciversity of Pennsylvania, one of five exchange 
contracts between major American universities and I.C.A. to finance 
and provide assistance to five Pakistan universities for three years. 
The other four exchange contracts include the furnishing of labora- 
tory equipment, supplies, textbooks, and library books on the basis 
of proven need. 
Before the war, there were few colleges and universities in the 
Philippines; in 1954-55 there were more than three hundred colleges 
and seventeen private universities throughout the country. University 
libraries suffered heavy losses of books during the war. One of the 
largest libraries, that of the University of the Philippines, was de-
stroyed during the war, and a new university and library have now 
been built. Rehabilitation was aided by the U.S. Foreign Operations 
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Administration, and by 1954, 150,000 volumes, mainly free gifts from 
American colleges and universities, had been assembled. The library 
was also completely reorganized and centralized. 
There are five institutions of higher education in Thailand. The 
oldest is Chulalongkorn University (founded 1917) which has the 
highest standards. I t  also has the largest library-over 36,000 volumes 
in 1957-followed by the library of the University of Moral and 
Political Sciences (Thammasat University, founded in 1933) with 
12,000 volumes and the library of the University of Agriculture at  
Bang Khen (Kasetsart University, founded in 1948) with 10,000 vol- 
umes. The other university libraries are those of the University of 
Medical Sciences, separated from Chulalongkorn University in 1948, 
and the small University of Fine Arts, supervised by the Ministry of 
Culture. I.C.A. has sponsored five university contracts in Thailand 
similar to those operating in Pakistan which will, among other things, 
help to improve the extremely limited library facilities at present 
available. 
China (Taiwan) has about fifteen university and college libraries. 
The largest is the National Taiwan University Library, founded in 
1928. With an average increase of about 20,000 volumes a year its 
stock is now 700,000 volumes, which makes it one of the largest uni- 
versity libraries in Asia. It  is playing an increasingly important role 
as the country's first research library and bibliographical center. Its 
total seating capacity (including branch and departmental libraries) 
is 1,540 and the present enrollment is 6,700 students. I t  is the only 
library in Taiwan to have adopted the Library of Congress classifica- 
tion. I t  has open access, exchanges publications with about 1,300 insti- 
tutions in fifty countries, and has its own binde~y and photocopying 
services. 
I t  is perhaps too early to speak of university libraries in Vietnam 
and Cambodia. In Vietnam, a National University at Saigon has very 
recently been developed out of what was once a branch of the Uni- 
versity of Hanoi, and has schools of letters, law, sciences, medicine, 
and architecture. A Public Works School, Radio-Electricity School 
and a School of Marine Navigation were established in Hanoi under 
the French regime. These three schools began to function in separate 
places in Saigon, but now with United States aid they have been newly 
constructed and equipped on a single campus which may become 
Vietnam's first institute of technology. Mention must also be made 
of the National Institute of Administration Library. In January 1959 it 
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published a second edition of its printed catalog with the assistance 
of Michigan State University Group. Its classified catalog listed more 
than 3,000 English books, over 1,500 French books, 206 Vietnamese 
books, and 234 periodicals. The library caters to faculty and students 
as well as to officials of government departments and agencies. 
In Cambodia the National Institute of Legal, Political and Economic 
Studies, which trains civil servants, was until recently the only institu- 
tion of higher learning in Cambodia. The National Institute of 
Public Administration was founded early in 1956 and a National Uni- 
versity was planned for 1957. 
The University of Rangoon Library (founded 1929) suffered con- 
siderable damage during the second world war. I t  was reorganized 
in 1954 and now has 54,000 volumes in its main and departmental 
libraries. 
The American Library Association, with a grant of $180,000 from 
the Ford Foundation, has recently agreed to assist the University to 
establish a modern library as part of the University's newly developed 
School of Social Sciences. The program envisaged includes advice on 
organizing the new library, selection of books and other publications, 
in-service training for the library staff, arranging graduate library 
study in the United States for three Burmese, and the addition of 
about 9,000 books needed to complete the required initial stock of 
25,000 volumes, together with library equipment. 
Finally, there is a group of university libraries in formerly British 
overseas territories, largely of post-1945 development under the co-
ordination of the Inter-University Council. In Ceylon, Hong Kong, 
and Malaya, each with a single university library (except the last, 
which now has a library in Singapore and in Kuala Lumpur), the 
tendency has been to accord professorial rank to the librarian who is 
required to possess a degree or higher qualification as well as library 
skills. Hongkong University Library, founded in 1911, has over 100,000 
books in western languages and a Chinese collection of over 112,000 
volumes separately housed in the Fung Ping Shan Library. A new 
university library building has been planned for 1960. 
Apart from the University Library, there are at present eight 
Chinese post-secondary colleges (sometimes called Refugee Colleges) 
of varying standards. Their libraries are growing as fast as their stu- 
dent numbers. The largest is the Chung Chi College Library, which 
has approximately 36,000 volumes in Chinese and 11,500 volumes in 
English. Special funds are available, particularly from the Lingnan 
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Trustees and the Harvard-Yenching Institute, for the library to procure 
books. 
Ceylon University was founded in 1942 by the incorporation of the 
Ceylon Medical College (founded 1870) and the Ceylon University 
College (founded 1921). The University Library moved to Peradeniya 
in 1952 and has a collection of about 100,000 volumes and over 1,700 
periodicals, while the Ceylon Medical Library contains about 19,000 
volumes. 
The University of Malaya was founded in 1949 from the amalgama- 
tion of the two existing colleges, and King Edward VII College of 
Medicine (founded 1905) and Raffles College (founded 1928). These 
Colleges are situated four miles apart, hence the fact that the Univer- 
sity Library in Singapore is in two parts, the Medical Library and 
Arts and Science Library. Both libraries are air-conditioned and to- 
gether they have a stock of just over 250,000 volumes, of which 130,000 
volumes are contained in the Chinese Library. 
A Kuala Lumpur Division of the University of Mayala was estab- 
lished in 1957 in temporary premises. In January 1959, this Division 
was constituted "the University of Malaya in Kuala Lumpur," with 
autonomy and equal status as the University of Malaya in Singapore. 
The University of Malaya in Kuala Lumpur moved to new buildings 
in June 1959. The library has 12,000 volumes and is housed in an air- 
conditioned building. 
The library of the University of Malaya in Singapore is one of the 
few university libraries in Asia with microfilm cameras, microfilm 
and microcard readers, and photocopying equipment. Its hours of 
service are from 8:00 a.m. to 10:OO p.m. during term, and it has a core 
of qualified staff with overseas training some of whom have now been 
transferred to the university library in Kuala Lumpur. 
With a few exceptions school libraries are perhaps the most back- 
ward of all the types of libraries in Asia. This is not surprising when 
one takes into account the phenomenal increase in the number of 
schools and of children attending school since the second world war. 
This is because most Asian countries are making desperate efforts 
to provide four to six years of compulsory elementary education for 
all their school populations. School libraries have to compete with 
other priorities such as the supply of teachers, buildings, and text- 
books. Classroom libraries are more frequent than a separate library 
room, book stocks are poor and not renewed regularly, open access is 
not too common, and untrained librarians struggje to provide adequate 
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services. The importance of school library provision is being increas- 
ingly recognized, but it will be many years before minimum standards 
of school library provision can be reached. 
Japan leads the rest of Asia in its provision of school libraries. The 
percentage of schools having libraries is very high, 60 per cent in 
primary schools, 70.3 per cent in junior high schools, and 74.7 per cent 
in senior high schools, in 1954. A school library handbook was pub- 
lished by the Ministry of Education in 1945 and school library stand- 
ards laid down by the ministry in 1949. 
A school library law was enacted in 1953, which provides that school 
libraries staffed by professional librarians will be set up in all schools 
with some financial assistance from the government. However, the 
government's aid is often small and is supplemented by contributions 
from local groups to which the pupils' parents belong. Training classes 
for teacher-librarians have been held since 1954, but there is still a 
shortage of staff in school libraries. 
A National School Library Association was formed in 1950. I t  issues 
a monthly periodical, Sclzool Library; compiles book lists and an an- 
nual "standard" catalog of books for school libraries; arranges lectures 
and exhibitions; and conducts research on library techniques and read- 
ing problems. 
In Burma all schools have libraries, but they vary in quality as 
there is no system of inspection and control. In India, Ceylon, Malaya, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, and the Philippines, school libraries are more 
common in the secondary than in the elementary and primary schools. 
Some of the best school libraries are those attached to mission schools, 
such as the Anglo-Chinese School (Methodist Mission) in Ipoh, Ma- 
laya, the only school library which boasts air-conditioning. In Thai- 
land, Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos, school libraries are less common 
and of very doubtful quality. 
The majority of special libraries in Asia are attached to government 
departments and institutions or to universities and colleges while a 
far smaller number have been set up in recent years by industries 
and firms. Like other libraries in Asia, special libraries suffer from 
inadequate premises and a lack of qualified staff. Many of them are 
small and poor with big gaps in their collections. Few manage to pro- 
vide abstracting and translating services or indexing of periodical 
articles. Essential microfilm and other photocopying equipment is also 
lacking in many special libraries. 
India, Japan, and Indonesia have the largest number of special li- 
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braries, chiefly in the fields of science, technology, and medicine. In 
1951, India had about twenty-four special libraries, mostly govern- 
mental, but the number has greatly increased since then. The Council 
of Scientific and Industrial Research was established in 1942 and a 
number of research laboratories attached to C.S.I.R. were opened be- 
tween 1950 and 1954, each with its own special library. A library was 
presented to India's Atomic Energy Commission by the United States 
government in 1956. 
The Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre was set up 
in 1952 by the government of India, with the technical assistance of 
Unesco, to help Indian scientists keep abreast of current scientific 
literature. The three services offered are the compilation of bibliog- 
raphies, translation of scientific documents by a panel of sixty trans- 
lators in universities and government departments, and the procure- 
ment of documents and photocopies from places within India and 
abroad. Since June 1954, I.N.S.D.O.C. has published a classified list 
of current scientific literature. An Indian Association of Special Li-
braries and Information Centres (I.A.S.L.I.C.) was formed in Calcutta 
in 1955. 
Most of Pakistan's special libraries are attached to government de- 
partments or to the universities. The Karachi Development Associa- 
tion Research Library, though small and overcrowded, provides good 
services for the Authority, including the abstracting and routing of 
material in the field of economics and statistics. Equally overcrowded 
is the Central Secretariat Library "with its emphasis on political sci- 
ence and its large collection of government documents, its photostat 
and microfilm services." l1 
The Pakistan National Scientific and Technical Documentation 
Centre (P.A.N.S.D.O.C.) has been established by the government of 
Pakistan recently. "The aim of this Centre is to provide the scientists 
and technical workers, access to world's literature on their subjects. 
At present the services are restricted to location, procurement, and 
translation of materials." l2 
In Burma, apart from Rangoon University, the only scientific special 
library is that of the Union of Burma Applied Research Institute in 
Rangoon, which is engaged on research in the special fields of interest 
to the economy of the country. A Technical Information Centre has 
been organized at the library, which takes about five thousand scien- 
tific and technical periodicals, and maintains a card index of the 
scientific periodicals available in Burma. 
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Smaller special libraries are those of the Burma Translation Society, 
which is currently engaged on a Burmese Encyclopedia and on trans- 
lation into Burmese of science textbooks for schools, the Burma Coun- 
cil of World Affairs, and the Burma Research Society. 
The Ceylon Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research in Co- 
lombo was set up in 1955 by the government with the assistance of 
the International Bank of Reconstruction and Development. Its tech- 
nical reference library is for the use of technical workers, scientists, 
and industrialists. The other important special libraries are those of 
the National Museum in Colombo (90,000 volumes) which has speci- 
alIy good collections in the fields of zoology and natural history, the 
Medical Research Institute, and the Ceylon Medical Research Library. 
Apart from the universities, Thailand's most important scientiiic 
library is that of the Department of Science, Bangkok, which comes 
under the Ministry of Industry. Other special libraries are those of 
the Swami Satyananda Puri Foundation Library (founded 1942), 
which contains 5,500 volumes, the Thailand Research Society, and the 
Royal Institute of Arts and Sciences. 
Credit must be given to the Dutch in Indonesia for the large 
number of well-established research libraries set up during the colonial 
period. Most of these are in the fields of medical sciences, agricultural 
sciences, and forestry. 
There are, for instance, half a million books and five thousand manu- 
scripts in one enormous room of the Museum of the Lembaga Kebu- 
dajaan Indonesia in Djakarta. The Central Bureau of Statistics Li- 
brary in Djakarta has 80,000 volumes devoted to statistics and eco- 
nomics. 
At Bogor, the Bibliotheca Bogoriensis, which has been famous for 
half a century as one of the finest botanical collections in the world 
now has 80,000 volumes in its main library and shares responsibility 
for another 70,000 volumes in seventeen scientific institutes in and 
around Bogor.13 
Other important special libraries are attached to the government 
ministries and research institutes in Djakarta while at  Jogjakarta is the 
Perpustakaan Islam (Islamic Library) containing 25,000 volumes. 
According to the Japanese Directory of Research Libraries pub-
lished in 1956, there are now about one thousand special libraries of 
all types in Japan. The greatest need appears to be for greater coopera- 
tion among the libraries. A Special Libraries Association was formed 
in 1955 which maintains liaison with the Association of Special Li- 
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braries and Information Bureaux in Great Britain and the S.L.A. in the 
United States. The association has working groups on law, economics, 
atomic power, government, transportation, etc., which study the 
special problems in each field of member libraries. 
Scientific documentation and information services are well organized 
in Tokyo and other important centers and Japan is far ahead of most 
other Asian countries in this respect. A Translation Bureau is being 
organized to translate Japanese scientific literature into foreign lan- 
guages. The Scientific Information Division of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion provides information on technical subjects and publishes, in 
cooperation with other agencies, the Japanese Science Review. The 
Tokyo Institute of Technology (over one million volumes) serves as 
the headquarters of the Association of Scientific Documentation Serv- 
ices. This association compiles and issues index cards to its various 
member organizations, has published a union catalog of science peri- 
odicals and is now compiling a similar catalog of social science periodi- 
cals. 
Special libraries in the Philippines include a large number of gov- 
ernment libraries. No cooperation between these existed until 1952 
when a library coordinator was appointed to organize an Inter-Depart- 
mental Reference Service, which would provide for interlibrary loans, 
compile a union catalog of holdings of member libraries and formulate 
minimum standards for library efficiency. 
The largest scientific library is that of the Institute of Science and 
Technology, Manila (founded 1901) which possessed in 1941 one of 
the largest collections of scientific and technical publications in the 
Far East. Destroyed by the Japanese, the library now has over 16,000 
books and 280,000 periodicals and pamphlets. I t  also acts as the Sci- 
ence Section of the National Library. The large National Museum 
Library was also destroyed during the war, but is now being rehabili- 
tated. 
The Federation of Malaya and Singapore have a number of small 
special libraries, chiefly attached to government departments and 
research institutes, the largest being that of the Department of Agri- 
culture in Kuala Lumpur (40,000 volumes). There is a serious short- 
age of trained library staff and a great need for the development of 
inter-loan facilities, union catalogs of periodicals, and photocopying 
services. 
In Hong Kong, the largest scientific research library is that of the 
University of Hongkong. Government departments have small collec- 
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tions. Two other special libraries are the China Buddhist Library 
(founded 1958) which possesses 11,000 volumes on Buddhism, and 
the "Union Press Library, which has 12,000 Chinese and 600 English 
books, mainly on current political affairs and social sciences. Its col- 
lection of current Chinese journals and periodicals is the most im- 
portant." l4 
The existence of active professional library associations is an en- 
couraging indication of the progress of library development in Asian 
countries. If anything, there appear to be too many library associations 
and the greatest need seems to be for coordination of effort and the 
uniting of separate library associations into strong, well-organized, 
single federated or national library associations. Library associations 
exist in Japan, China (People's Republic), China (Formosa) India, 
Pakistan, Indonesia, Hong Kong, Singapore, and Korea. 
In India the first library association was formed at Andhra in 1914, 
followed by the Bengal Library Association in 1925, and most im- 
portant, the Indian Library Association at Calcutta in 1935. Today 
India has numerous national, state, and provincial library associations 
which are extremely active in the publication of journals, the running 
of training courses, and the holding of regular meetings and confer- 
ences. 
Pakistan has nine professional organizations. The Pakistan Library 
Association, founded in 1957, is the most recent but the most import- 
ant as the first really national body. The Punjab Library Association, 
founded in early 1945, was the first library association in Pakistan, 
followed by the Karachi Library Association founded in December 
1948. Its f is t  task was organizing a library convention in 1950 and its 
next important one was the organizing of a Library School at Karachi. 
The Pakistan Bibliographical Working Group (founded 1950) has 
several bibliographical publications to its credit. Newer associations 
are the West Pakistan Library Association, the East Pakistan Library 
Association (founded 1956) and the Special Libraries Association 
(founded 1956). On an institutional scale are the Library Science 
Society of the University of Karachi (founded 1956) run by the 
students of the Department of Library Science and the Karachi Uni- 
versity Library Science Alumni Association which is particularly in- 
terested in promoting the publication of library literature, particu- 
larly in the national languages. 
The Japan Library Association (founded 1892) has a membership 
of 2,300. I t  has published a library journal since 1907 and has also 
Patterns of Libray Service in Asia and the Pacific Islands 
published a Nippon Decimal Classification, Nippon Cataloguing 
Rules, and Basic Subject Headings. The Western Library Association 
(founded 1900) produces a very lively and progressive journal, To-
heki. A Special Libraries Association was formed in 1952 with 125 
member libraries. Its organ is Bibbs and the Branch Libraries Divi- 
sion of the National Diet Library acts an information bureau for the 
S.L.A. In 1954 a Research Libraries Association was formed with nine 
library bodies as its constituents. Other library associations are the 
National Science Libraries Association, the Japan Private University 
Libraries Association, the Japanese Medical Libraries Association, and 
many more. 
The Library Association of China (founded 1925 and reorganized 
in Taipei, Formosa, in 1953) had 360 members in 1957 and fifty insti- 
tutional members. Its activities include book exhibitions, public lec- 
tures, workshops, and its publications include a Bulletin, an Index to 
Chinese Characters for Filing, and A Classification System for Chinese 
Books. 
The Indonesian Library Association (P.A.P.A.D.I.) was set up dur- 
ing the first conference of librarians from the whole of Indonesia in 
March 1954. Since then branches of the Association have been es-
tablished in several provincial capitals: Jogjakarta, Semarang, Makas- 
sar, Bandung. Its journal Perpustakaan Arsip Documentasi is pub- 
lished in Indonesian with an abstract in English at the end of each 
article. National conferences have been held at Djakarta in 1954 and 
1957. The Association is engaged on "the development of a directory 
of libraries in Indonesia, the translation into Bahasa Indonesia of a 
list of technical terms used in library science and in developing a code 
for the cataloguing of Indonesian names." 
The Philippines Library Association (founded 1923) held its first 
postwar annual conference in 1948 and has more than five hundred 
active members. Provincial and regional library associations have been 
organized since 1948. The University of the Philippines Library Club 
(founded 1926) and the Bibliographical Society of the Philippines 
(founded 1931) resumed activities in 1951. An Association of Special 
Libraries in the Philippines was formed in 1952. 
The Korean Library Association was formed in 1955. Its aims in- 
clude a survey of Korean libraries, training courses for librarians, the 
publication of a periodical, and assistance in book selection. 
The Malayan Library Group was formed in 1954 and open to 
members in the Federation of Malaya, Singapore, and the British 
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Borneo territories. I t  was reorganized as the Library Association of 
Malaya and Singapore in 1958, but unfortunately was refused regis- 
tration in the Federation of Malaya, where political considerations 
have made pan-Malayan bodies unacceptable to the Federation gov- 
ernment. With a total membership of less than one hundred of whom 
not more than a dozen or so are qualified librarians, the association 
has now to split into two separate associations for each territory. 
The Hongkong Library Association formed in 1958 has a member- 
ship of forty and plans regular meetings and a directory of libraries 
and librarians in Hong Kong. 
Library associations, as they develop in strength and experience, 
will need to concentrate on the coordination of such professional mat- 
ters as library legislation, professional training, salary negotiations, 
library school curricula, conference organization and educational bib- 
liographical, and publicity work. A recent fillip to the work of library 
associations in Asia was the formation in 1957 of the Asian Federation 
of Library Associations, a body which can pool the experience and 
efforts of librarians throughout Asia to promote library development 
and establish high professional standards. 
In this brief survey of libraries in such a wide sweep of countries, 
it may seem that trends in development are quite invisible. Yet, like 
the same thought emerging from the reveries of a myriad of different 
minds, certain tendencies are now assuming form and becoming 
definite. 
Everywhere, though not always in official circles, there is growing 
awareness of the importance of libraries. Many political leaders realize 
that libraries are instruments of economic development. There is a 
definite trend for governments to give libraries a place in the national 
budget and see that they receive adequate support from government 
funds. Governments of many newly developing countries are anxious 
that the libraries they establish should remain effective; they therefore 
legislate concerning libraries, they facilitate formation of schools of 
librarianship, or send young librarians to Britain, the United States, 
and elsewhere, on courses of study. There is increasing realization that 
librarianship is a specialized field and requires professionally trained 
practitioners. There is a clear trend for librarianship to respond to 
this enlightened official attitude, and to become dynamic rather than 
passive, to take books and ideas to people by every conceivable means 
rather than wait hopefully for people to come to the books. 
Libraries help to create prosperity, self-help, equality of oppor-
Patterns of Library Service in  Asia and the  Pacific Islands 
tunity. In the future the street hawker with his basket of beansprouts 
slung from a split bamboo will have the same chance to read as the 
millionaire towkay or the university graduate. If governments see that 
libraries are provided, developed, and maintained, the farmer's son 
in rural China, rural Malaya, up-country Thailand, in the far villages 
of India, and on the green rice terraces of Bali, will have the same 
chance to learn from books as the eager schoolboy in the streets of 
Peking, Singapore, Bangkok, Delhi, and Surabaya. Especially in the 
new nations that have emerged from colonialism the trend is for gov- 
ernments to see what is now obvious. 
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